[32 years of Senning's correction for transposition of the great vessels].
Between 1962 and 1994 342 patients with transposition of the great arteries (TGA) were treated by atrial correction. Since 1992 the atrial switch operation is the treatment of choice for TGA. We reviewed our 32 year experience. Average age of the patients at operation was 69 months (7 days--8.5 years). 177/342 (52%) patients had a complex TGA: 74 patients with ventricular septal defect (VSD), 49 patients with pulmonary stenosis (PS) and 54 with both (VSD and PS). The 30 day mortality was for the whole series 15.7%. In the last 4 years 7.5%. The actuarial survival rate for all patients was 88% after 10 years and 82% after 20 years. For simple TGA 91% after 10 years and 83% after 20 years, for complex TGA 84% and 81%. The most important cause of death during our longterm observation were heart failure (19 patients) and sudden death (7 patients). Average follow-up for the whole group was 13.4 years. Most of the survivors are functionally symptom free (66% NYHA I) or they have slight symptoms (29% NYHA II). Only 5% were NYHA III or IV. Arterial switch operation has replaced the atrial correction for TGA. Nevertheless the longterm results after atrial correction remains encouraging. The main threat to the patients is the failure of the systemic ventricle.